Boy  Scouts  will  falter 
if  homosexual  policy  i 
changed,  leaders  told 

NA8HVNXE  (BP  Mid  local  national  gatherings  of  Sea 
reports)  —  The  Boy  Scoots  would  accommodate  trc 
will  lose  members  and  the  who  don’t  have  gay  leader 
support  of  faith -baaed  or-  Tillerson  asked  Page 


principles  should  not  be  sub- 
iect  to  the  changing  tide  of 
human  opinion. 

Scripture,  not  opinion 
palls,  should  provide  the  ba¬ 
sis  for  leadership.  Page  said. 

Later  in  the  day,  Page 
tweeted:  'Met  today  with  one 
of  the  moat  powerful  person¬ 
alities  I've  ever  met  He  did 
not  budge  t  inch.  Nor  did  I.’ 

The  Boy  Scouts  are  facing 
pressure  from  sponsoring 
corporations  to  change  their 
policy  but  also  pressure  from 
their  base  to  keep  it.  About 
70*  of  all  Scouting  units 
are  operated  by  faith 
baaed  organizations. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  also 
known  as  Mormons,  leads 
all  faith-based  organizations 
with  38,000  units  (^20.000 

Cy1”* United  I Methodists  with 
11,000  units  (371,000  youth), 
and  the  Catholic  Church  with 
8.570  units  (281000  vouth). 


MAKING  IT  OB  —  Participants  in  the  2013  Christian  Performing  Arts  Festival  held  Feb.  22-2L 
at  Ridgacrast  Church,  Madison,  perform  together  as  a  rauhoo  dock  during  an  improvisations! 
acting  session  taught  by  David  Mercer,  a  dramatist  from  Thomson,  Ga.The  annual  event, 
sponsored  by  the  Miastm  ppi  Cooperative  Program  and  registration  fees,  draw  378  partici¬ 
pants.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


of  the  board. 

Brock  and  Tilieraon  urged 
!>ge  to  continue  supporting 
the  Boy  Scouts  if  the  orga¬ 
nisation  overturns  its  policy 
preventing  homosexual  lead¬ 
ers  and  members. 

The  Boy  Scouts  board  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  put  the  issue  before 


Artists  gather  at  Madison  church 
to  celebrate  the  performing  arts 


*We  had  over  125  break-out 
conferences  for  attendees  —  I 
believe  some  of  the  best  we've 
had  in  recent  years.  There 
was  a  great  variety  of  training 


MBC  nominations  being  accepted 


ing  the  trustee  /board  member  positions  on  the 
boards  and  couumasmua  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (MBC)  to  serve  in  2014.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  James  Lewis,  committee  chairman  and 
paetor  of  DeSoto  Hills  Church,  Southaven,  there 
are  a  limited  number  of  vacancies  In  be  filled  on 
the  following  boards  and  commissions: 

■Baptist  Children’s  Village 

■  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Inc.  (Jackson) 

■  Baptist  Memorial  Health  Can  System,  Inc. 

(Memphis) 

■  Board  of  Ministerial  Education 

■  Education  Commission 

■  Historical  Commission 

■  Blue  Mountain  College 


that  all  health  insurance  compa¬ 
nies  provide  contraceptives  free  of 
charge  as  a  part  of  any  individual 
or  group  policy  they  write.  The 
government  order  includes  birth 
control  drugs  and  internal  me¬ 
chanical  devices  (IUDs,  for  exam¬ 
ple)  that  prevent  a  fertilized  Giv¬ 
ing)  human  egg  from  being  able  to 
attach  to  the  wall  of  the  uterus,  in 


Ever  consider  your 
prayer  posture? 


Nothing  much  has  changed 


GuideStooe  has  publicly  an¬ 
nounced  its  opposition  to  the 
Obamacare  universal  health 
insurance  coverage  that  contains 
this  ominous  mandate,  and  has 
also  joined  s  coalition  of  other 
church  benefit  plans  to  seek 
legislative  and  regulatory  relief 
from  various  aspects  of  Obam¬ 
acare  that  could  threaten  the  abil¬ 
ity  of  church  health  plans  to  serve 
their  participants. 

'One  area  of  focas  for  many 
months  has  been  file  need  for 
a  conscience  clause  so  that  the 
convictions  so  important  to  us  as 
believers  are  not  disregarded  or 
overrun  in  the  name  of  healthcare 
reform,’  Hawkins  said.  ’Guide- 
Stone  continues  to  be  active  in  ad¬ 
dressing  issues  involving  sanctity 
of  life,  and  also  is  adamant  about 
other  issues  of  vital  interest  to  the 
evangelical  community  that  could 
conemvabiy  impact  health  plans  in 
future  years. 

’For  example,  GuideStooe  myH 
never  to  extend 

tionable 

The  Southern  Baptist  Ethics 
and  Religions  Liberty  Commission 
in  Nashville  has  announced  its 
opposition  to  the  government  or¬ 
der.  Roman  Catholic  bishops  have 
also  been  vocal,  going  so  far  as 
to  say  they  will  not  obey  the 


If  government  at  any  level 
can  order  churches  and  church- 
affiliated  entities  to  provide  free  of 
charge  the  means  to  destroy  a  hu¬ 
man  life,  where  will  such  govern¬ 
ment  orders  stop? 

This  travesty  of  government 


Guest  opinion 

with  Claude  King 


of  the  word. ’consecrate,*  had  a  profound 
impact  on  my  personal  prayer  life.  One  teem 
in  file  Old  Testamait  frequently  translated 
’consecrate'  is  qadash  (kaw-dash).  It  means 
“to  sanctify,  deanse,  purify  or  make  holy* 

If  we  done  to  have  power  with  God 
inprayer,  **  must  consecrate  ourselves. 
"The  intense  prayer  of  the  righteous  is  very 
powerful"  (Jones  5:16k  Even  Jesus  Himself 
prayed  for  His  followers:  "Sanctify  them  by 
the  truth;  Your  word  is  truth.  _1  sanctify 
Mysdf  for  than,  so  they  also  may  be  sancti¬ 
fied  by  the  troth*  (John  17:17, 19). 

If  we  want  to  be  filled  and  empowered  by 
His  Holy  %nit,  we  need  to  be  dean  vessels, 
let’s  pray  for  one  mother  and  consecrate/ 
sanctify  orasehvs.  Let's  go  after  entire  con¬ 
secration,  not  apartial  consecration.  That 
very  activity  wfll  lead  us  toward  personal  and 
corporate  revival 

Another  term  for  consecrate  is  made 
up  of  two  Hebrew  words.  The  first  is  mall 
(maw-law)  which  means  *to  fiD  up  or  be 
full  of."  The  second  is  yid  (yawd)  which 
means ’open  hand.*  Put  throe  words  to¬ 
gether  and  the  term  literally  means  “to  fill 
up  the  open  hands.* 

The  imagery  for  this  term  consecrate  is 
a  priest  atandbg  by  the  attar.  He  1ms  open 
hands  to  receive your  offering  or  sacrifice.  As 
long  as  the  sacrifice  is  in  your  hands,  it  be- 


into  the  open  hands  of  file  priest,  it  is  conse¬ 
crated  to  God.  R  belongs  to  God  —  all  of  it, 
and  it  becomes  holy  because  God  is  holy. 


posture  for  prayer  ooupied  with  my  study 
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In  Romans  12:1,  Paul  writes,  ‘Brothers, 
by  the  mercies  of  God,  I  urge  you  to  present 
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FOR  NORTH  AMERICAN  MISSIONS 


NAMB  missionary:  human  trafficking 
in  U.S.  closer  than  many  here  believe 


HIGH  POINT,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Sandra  receives  direct  finandJ  support  to  helping  fight  human  traffick- 
Johnson  refuses  to  turn  her  back  through  donations  and  ministry  ing.  Many  Americans  don't  realize 
on  the  problem  of  human  traflkk-  partners,  which  indude  several  how  the  products  they  buy  every 
ing,  and  she  bebeves  other  Bap-  N.C.  Baptist  churches  like  Green  day  can  nave  an  impact  on  those 
fists  shouldn’t  either.  Street  Church.  working  in  some  factories,  where 

For  Johnson,  a  North  Ameri-  Kevin  Ezell,  president  of  human  trafficking  runs  rampant 
can  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  mis-  NAMB  in  Alpharetta,  Go.,  said  “Some  people  use  as  many 
sionarv  based  in  North  during  Johnson’s  com-  150  slaves  a  din,"  Johnson  said. 

*  missioning  service  that  “It’s  unreal.’  Johnson  encourages 

NAMB  seeks  to  find  people  to  check  out  the  website 
more  ways  to  fight  is-  nttp: //slaveryfootprintorg  to 
sues  like  human  traf-  learn  more, 
ticking  throughout  the  “Ifthere  is  one  thing  that  people 

US.  and  Canada.  need  to  know,  fit]  is  that  this  is  a 

“When  >  ai  hear  problem  [that]  ...could  be  right  in 
about  it  for  the  veiy  your  neighborhood.  It’s  that  bad 
first  time,  you  don  t  m  North  Carolina.  It  can  be  some- 
think  ...  there  is  a  need  one  who  knocks  on  your  door  and 
in  North  Carolina,"  is  selling  a  product...  It  could  be 
Ezell  said.  “I  did  not  someone  living  next  door  to  you. 
realize  North  Carolina  It  could  be  somebody  doing  your 
was  in  the  [top  10],  and  nails.  It  could  be  somebody  serv- 
Atianta  is  [near]  the  ing  your  food  in  a  restaurant  It’s 
as  the  most  challenging  right  in  your  face,  literally.’ 
luman  trafficking]."  Johnson  shared  how  she  used 

laries  like  Johnson,  to  attend  church  with  a  woman 
,  are  examples  of  those  who  was  being  trafficked.  She 
willing  to  step  out  and  was  a  nanny,  and  the  people  she 
Terence  for  Christ.  worked  for  didn't  pay  her,  John- 

ast  year.  Triad  Ladder  son  said.  The  woman  said  she  felt 
has  put  an  intense  fo-  trapped  because  she  was  living  in 
•lping  victims  find  jobs  the  US.  illegally  and  genuinely 
training  opportunities,  cared  for  the  diildren  in  the  home, 
k  out  victims  through  Triad  Ladder  of  Hope  has 
omeless  and  domestic  helped  reunite  trafficking  victims 
belters.  with  their  families.  They  even  pro- 

Iso  reach  out  to  women  vide  simple  things  like  a  bag  of 
iilnerable  to  human  traf-  groceries  for  victims  who  struggle 

rough  working  in  strip  to  make  a  thing. 


Human  trafficking 


is  the  fastest-growing 
crime  in  the  world, 
and  Johnson  said  ev¬ 
ery  Christian  should 
be  involved  in  ending 
it  Right  now  there  are 


and  ministry- 


missionaries  like  Johnson. 

As  a  MSC  missionary,  Johnson 


Plea  for  prayer  goes  out 
for  Venezuelan  people 
after  president’s  death 


CARACAS,  Nfonazuala  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  With  the 
March  5  death  of  Venezuelan 
strongman  Hugo  ChSvez,  58, 
the  Evangelical  Council  of  Ven¬ 
ezuela  issued  a  statement  on  its 
website  and  Facebook  page  of¬ 
fering  condolences  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  s  family  and  all  Venezu¬ 
elans  and  ctilled  for  Christians 
to  pray  for  peace  and  unity  in 
their  nation. 

The  statement  from  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  counts  the  National 
Baptist  Convention  of  Venezue¬ 
la  among  its  membership,  urged 
Venezuelans  to  “avoid  hatred, 
damaging  language  and  con¬ 
frontational  attitudes'  during 
this  time  of  national  grief  and  to 
“look  to  God  as  our  only  giver  of 
grace  and  truth.” 

Alluding  to  political  divisions 
and  tensions  that  have  plagued 
Venezuela  during  the  14 -year 
presidential  administration 
of  Chavez,  the  statement  en¬ 
couraged  Venezuelans  to  “live 
together  in  the  midst  of  differ¬ 
ences’  and  to  ‘maintain  a  heart 
free  of  bad  feelings  so  that  we 
may  see  the  hand  of  God  acting 
in  our  country.” 

Citing  several  verses  from 


Jesus’  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
from  Matthew  5-7,  the  state¬ 
ment  also  challenged  Venezue¬ 
lans  to  be  peacemakers  —  to  Tie 
a  country  that  constructs  peace 
and  rejects  confrontation.* 

The  country  declared  seven 
days  of  mourning  for  their  presi¬ 
dent,  although  Venezuelans  fine 
an  uncertain  future  after  die 
Chavez  presidency. 

“Wednesday,  scores  of  people 
came  into  the  street  [in  Caracas] 
to  view  his  funeral  procession 
and  show  their  respect  for  the 
fallen  leader,’  a  Christian  work¬ 
er  in  Venezuela  said.  “Venezuela 
plays  a  critical  role  in  influenc¬ 
ing  the  affairs  of  Latin  America 
and  has  one  of  the  largest  petro¬ 
leum  reserves  of  any  country  in 
the  world. 

“The  capital,  Caracas,  is  one 
of  the  least  evangelized  cities  in 
Latin  America.  Ulus,  the  death 
of  the  president  behooves  Chris¬ 
tians  everywhere  to  pray  not 
only  for  the  peace  and  unity  of 
the  nation,  but  that  its  citizens 
will  use  the  death  of  their  fallen 
leader  to  reflect  upon  the  frailty 
of  life  and  seek  eternal  security 
in  the  person  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ." 


Testimony  reveals  rise  in 
anti-Semitism  worldwide 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Hatred 
for  people  of  Jewish  descent  is  on 
the  rise,  according  to  congressio¬ 
nal  testimony  by  Jewish,  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  Muslim  leaders. 

The  witnesses  told  a  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  sub¬ 
committee  about  current  prob¬ 
lems  and  possible  solutions  for 
anti-Semitism.  They  also  ad¬ 
dressed  the  need  to  cultivate 
religious  liberty. 

Anti-Semitism  “is  an  ugly 
reality  that  won’t  go  away  by 
ignoring  or  wishing  it  away, 
said  Rep.  Chris  Smith,  R.-N.J., 
chairman  of  the  Subcommit¬ 
tee  on  Africa,  Global  Health, 
Global  Human  Rights,  and 
International  Organizations. 

“It  must  be  defeated.  Thus,  we 
gather  to  enlighten,  motivate  and 
share  ideas  on  hew  not  just  to 
mitigate  this  centuries-old  obses¬ 
sion  nut  to  crush  this  pernicious 
form  of  hate,"  he  said. 

Despair  and  hope  marked 
.many  of  the  testimonies.  Recent 
attacks  on  Jewish  people  indude 
graffiti  scrawled  across  holy 
synagogue  walls,  arson  of  syna¬ 
gogues,  and  physical  violence. 

The  attacks  have  been  frequent 
and  so  widespread  that  Jewish 
in  various  regions  of  file 
have  begun  to  hide  their 
ethnic  or  religious  identity  for  fear 
of  their  lives,  witnesses  said  dur¬ 


ing  their  Feb.  27  testimony. 

Katrina  Lantos  Swett  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  US.  Commission 
on  International  Religious  Free¬ 
dom,  discussed  the  origins  of 
anti-Semitism  by  tracing  it  back 
to  the  biblical  story  of  Esther  and 
Haman  in  Persia.  By  drawing 
parallels  between  ancient  Persia 
and  modern-day  Iran,  the  cycli¬ 
cal  effect  of  this  rising  desire  to 
purge  human  society  of  those 
who  a  few  see  as  “unfit"  can  dear¬ 
ly  be  seen,  she  said. 

“Some  are  neo-Nazis  who 
express  tlieir  admiration  for 
Adolf  Hitler.  Others  are  racist, 
skinhead  groups  active  in  many 
countries.  Many  are  violent  re¬ 
ligious  extremists  who  distort 
the  religion  of  Islam  to  suit  their 
own  intolerant  political  aims," 
Swett  said. 

The  “stakes  are  way  too  high" 
for  Americans  and  dtizeas  of 
other  countries  not  to  fight  for 
the  preservation  of  human  prog¬ 
ress  and  civilization,  she  said 

The  desire  for  domination  is 
the  motivation  of  some  anti-Se¬ 
mitic  groups,  said  Zuhdi  Jasser, 
president  of  the  American  Islam¬ 
ic  Forum  for  Democracy.  Jasser 
discussed  how  9ome  Muslim  so¬ 
cieties  are  currently  using  anti- 
Semitic  imagery,  profiling,  and 
demonization  of  Jews  to  “wield 
Islamic  thought.' 
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me  a  congregation  of  one  or  two  and  a 
Word  from  Him  to  be  shared  standing 
at  a  car  window  pulpit 

While  I  have  preached  thousands  of 
sermons  at  pulpits  in  churches,  I  have 
now  preached  hundreds  of  sermons  at 
car  window  pulpits.  What  I  have  dis¬ 
covered  even  beyond  that  is  that  there 
are  pulpits  or  platforms  for  sharing  al¬ 
most  everywhere  you  turn.  Some  of  you 
spend  hours  at  work  every  day  and  have 
never  discovered  that  you  have  a  desk¬ 
top  pulpit  Others  of  you  who  travel  and 
call  on  people  one  after  another  have 


The  Shape  of  Pulpits 


times,  I  am  thinking  about  houses  and  situation,  or  maybe  I  just  told  them  that  A 

families  as  I  pass  by  Sometimes  it  is  I  would  be  praying  for  them.  22tZL!k 

something  that  I  know  they  are  strug-  After  this  had  occurred  numerous 

gling  with  or  it  could  be  something  that  times,  one  day  it  just  hit  me  that  in  my  stand  betorecnuor 

Ido  not  have  a  due  about,  but  Goa  getting  up  and  going  out  on  the  street  wno  aesperatety  ne 

does.  And  so,  I  pray  for  them.  everyday  God  washringing  people  by  person  standing  in 

From  time  to  time  over  the  years  I  so  that  I  could  share  His  Word  and  His  ,txxJ1  ™*“-  rou  9 

have  had  a  neighbor,  a  friend,  or  even  love  with  them.  I  began  to  refer  to  it  J®0*®  w™*  8™.““ 

someone  that  lmay  never  have  met  stop  as  a  car  window  pulpit.  A  few  times  Your  pulpit  can  loo 

and  talk  to  me  in  those  early  morn-  when  someone  would  stop  and  talk  to  bulkkaer,  cement  ■ 

ing  times.  Almost  without  exception  me  I  would  feel  as  though  they  were  ter,  tractor,  teller  s 

there  was  some  need  that  they  had,  interrupting  my  walk  and  that  I  needed  counter  m  the  groc 

some  problem  that  someone  else  had,  to  be  getting  on  down  the  road.  Then  all  shapes  and  sac 

or  maybe  a  question  they  were  wonder-  I  remembered  that  some  years  ago  at  church,  what  bn 

ing  about  ana  so  they  would  stop,  roll  someone  had  suggested  in  a  devotional  ing  to  it  is  the  signi 

down  their  window,  and  talk  to  me.  thought  that  any  time  those  kinds  of  the  person  who  is  b 

Most  of  the  time,  they  knew  that  I  was  a  things  happen  and  create  a  disappoint-  That  is  also  true  wi 

preacher.  Oftentimes  what  they  wanted  ment  in  you  that  you  need  to  take  the  watch  for  the  place 

to  taik  to  me  about  had  spiritual  impli-  disappointment  and  cross  out  the  "d"  people  that  will  hea 

cations  and  applications.  I  would  lean  and  replace  it  with  an  *a*  and  recognize  the  pulpit  of  life  to 

on  the  car  door  and  talk  to  them  about  that  sometimes  our  disappointments 

the 'ord,  the  Word  of  God,  and  what  are  His  appointments.  And  so  I  real-  The  author  can  l 

the  Lord  could  be  saying  about  a  certain  ized  that  time  and  again  God  was  giving  jfutrai^mbcbjtrg. 


date  some  of  the  pulpits  that  God  nas 
pot  in  my  life  which  actually  do  not  look 
(ike  dmiich  pulpits.  I  have  found  that 
they  may  even  be  more  accessible  and  at 
times  more  effective  than  the  ones  that 
stand  in  the  sanctuary.  Let  me  explain. 

For  years,  I  have  either  been  a  runner 
or  a  walker.  Every  day  I  bead  out  in 
the  early  morning  hours  to  get  my  time 
in,  and  during  the  cold  winter  months 
it  is  really  dark.  There  are  days  when  1 
finish  my  walk  and  it  is  still  dark.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  spring,  early  foil,  and  good  ole 
warm  summer  the  sun  gets  up  early 
and  brightens  everything.  Regardless,  I 
still  bead  out  to  get  my  routine  accom¬ 
plished.  Sometimes  1  am  meditating 
on  a  certain  thing  that  I  have  before  me 
or  God  has  put  on  my  heart.  At  other 


Staff  Changes 


KARL  VALLEY  CHURCH.  WESSON 

has  called  Jamas  Harris  as  pastor.  Ha  is 
shown  with  his  wifi.  Vsneesa 

In  other  Staff  Changes: 

►  Mkfcaal  Bishop  is  ivmilable  for  pulpit 
supply  He  has  recently  been  licensed  to 
the  gospel  ministry.  He  can  be  reached  at 
(66a)  736-4480  or  744-0658. 


U8YA 


Another  political  fight 
on  tap  over  exemption 
from  abortion  mandate 

WASHMGTON  (BP)  —  A  bill  bring  their  religious  convictions 
with  50  co-sponsors  introduced  to  bear  in  every  arena  of  life, 
in  the  UA  House  of  Represents-  The  bin  styled  as  the  Health 

lives  on  March  5  would  exempt  Care  Conscience  Rights  Act, 
organizations  and  businesses  also  would  provide  conscience 
from  the  Obama  administra-  protection  to  individuals  and 
tion's  controversial  abortion/  health  care  entities  that  refuse 
contraceptive  mandate.  to  provide,  pay  for,  or  refer  pa- 

Sponsored  by  Republican  tients  to  abortion  doctors 
Repa.  Diane  Black  fin.),  Jeff  The  mandate  was  announced 


and  Human  Services  in 
2011  as  part  of  the  new 
care  law.  Although  the 
tpreme  Court  upheld  the 
care  law  last  June,  the 
1’ ruling  did  not  deal  with 


Persecution  against  believers 
continues  in  Sudan,  South  Sudan 

KHARTOUM,  Sudan  (BP)  annulled  and  the  children  wife  was  attending  churc 
—  Mohammed  Khidir  Khalil  handed  over  to  the  spouse  with  him. 

Hassan,  a  Sudanese  convert  professing  Islam.  In  August  2011,  his  Muslii 

to  Christianity  from  Islam,  The  ruling  perhaps  reflects  roother-in-Uw  visited  the 


and  contraceptives.  A  total  of  48  lawsuits  have 

The  abortion -causing  drugs  been  filed  against  the  mandate 
come  under  brand  names  such  and,  so  far,  opponents  of  the 
as  Plan  B  and  efla.  The  bill,  mandate  are  winning.  Of  the 
Black  said  after  introducing  17  court  rulings  involving  busi- 
it,  would  protect  First  Amend-  nesses,  opponents  have  won  12 
ment  rights.  times  and  lost  five. 

“Non-compliance  to  the  The  latest  victory  by  op- 
administration’s  mandate  is  ponents  of  the  mandate  came 
forcing  many  Americans  to  Feb.  28  when  a  federal  court 
choose  between  respecting  granted  a  temporary  injunc 
their  religious  convictions  tion  to  a  Missouri-baaed 
or  following  the  law,*  Black  plumbing  products  manufac- 
said.  “If  they  refuse  to  com-  turer,  protecting  the  business 
ply,  many  will  be  forced  out  of  from  the  mandate, 
business,  leaving  thousands  The  judge,  Ortrie  Smith,  was 
of  Americans  without  jobs  or  nominated  by  UA  President 
health  care  coverage.*  Bill  CKntoo.  Smith’s  jurisdic- 

At  leant  218  votes  are  needed  tion  resides  within  the  Eighth 
to  paaa  a  bdl  in  the  435-mem-  Circuit,  where  the  court  of  ap- 
ber  House,  but  even  if  it  passes  pods  previously  had  issued  an 
there  it  feces  an  uphill  climb  in  injunction  against  the  mandate, 
the  Democrat-controlled  UA  ‘Americans  should  be  free 
Senate  and  a  likely  veto  by  UA  to  honor  God  and  live  ac- 
President  Barack  Obama.  cording  to  their  consciences 

Richard  Land,  president  of  whether  they  are  at  home, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  church,  or  work,*  said  attor- 
t ion's  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  ney  Jonathan  R.  Whitehead, 
Commission  in  Nashville,  said,  who  is  associated  with  the  Al- 
*We  would  have  some  Demo-  liance  Defending  Freedom  in 
era  tic  senators  who  would  sup-  Scottsdale,  Az.  He  defended  in 
port  the  bill  if  it  got  on  the  floor*  court  the  Missouri  company, 
of  the  Senate.  He  mentioned  Sioux  Chief  Manufacturing 
Democratic  Sen.  Bob  Casey  Jr.  "The  court  was  right  to  stop 
(Pa.)  as  a  likely  yes  vote.  enforcement  of  this  uneonati- 

Land  supports  the  bin.  ’This  tutional  mandate  against  Sioux 
is  a  question  of  consdenr-,  not  Chief  and  its  owners.  They,  like 
contraception.  It’s  a  question  of  all  other  femfly-run  businesses, 
religious  freedom,  not  repro-  have  the  God -erven  freedom  to 
d active  freedom,*  Land  said  live  and  lead  their  company  ac- 
during  a  press  conference  at  the  cording  to  the  values  of  their 
National  Religious  Broadcast-  frith.  American  entrepreneurs 
ers  convention  in  Nashville  on  cannot  be  forced  to  surrender 
March  5.  ‘Freedom  of  religion  their  First  Amendment  free- 


had  ruled  that  as  a  convert  and  arrests  of  Christians  have  them,  on  Chnstn 
from  Islam  he  was  forbidden  intensified  since  the  largely  Khalil  decided  to 
to  see  his  children,  then  ages  Christian  South  Sudan  se-  undisclosed  town 
three  and  five.  An  appeals  ceded  and  Sudan  President  search  for  them, 
court  overturned  the  ruling  Omar  al-Bashir  vowed  to  root  He  was  sbocke 
last  October  and  allowed  him  the  country  more  deeply  in  that  his  wife  had 
visits,  but  he  knows  any  pre-  Sharia  (Islamic  law).  vorce  on  grounds 

text  could  be  used  to  keep  him  Hassan  now  visits  the  a  Muslim  and  he 
from  them.  boys  twice  a  month,  Friday  A  Sudanese  court 

During  one  recant  visit,  and  Saturday  of  the  first  and  her  custody  of  th 
one  of  the  boys  asked  him  to  second  week,  for  four  hours  and  forbade  him 
sing  a  Christian  praiae  song  each.  "What  surprises  me  he  said, 
entitled.  Hosanna,  but  he  re-  is  that  my  wife  denied  that  “How  does  si 
trained  knowing  his  ex-wife  she  was  or  has  ever  been  a  house  of  Christi 
and  her  Muslim  family  could  Christian  before,  yet  we  had  after  four  year 
use  that  as  evidence  that  he  a  Christian  wedding  and  dur-  said.  *1  am  happj 
waa  trying  to  convert  the  chil-  ing  the  birth  of  our  first  born,  have  known  of  r 
dren  to  Christianity  —  which  women  from  the  Dinka  com-  conviction  in  St 
would  automatically  cancel  munity  came  to  celebrate  am  ready  to  stain 
his  visitation  rights.  with  us,  as  well  as  offering  to  When  the  church 

*1  see  no  freedom  at  all,*  us  Christian  prayers.*  are  being  destroy 

he  said,  pointing  out  that  his  Khalil,  who  converted  to  brothers  and  sisl 
ex-wife  and  her  mother  dose-  Christianity  in  2001,  had  need  to  come  ou 
ly  monitor  his  visits.  ‘Such  a  met  Manal  Hassan  in  2007.  many  shy  off.* 
system  needs  to  be  cor  front-  At  that  time  she  said  she  was  Silence,  be  sai 
ei  We  have  to  decide  to  work  neither  a  Christian  nor  a  Mus-  answer.  He  saic 
for  change  in  Sudan.*  lira.  The  bride’s  Muslim  fom-  need  to  confror 

A  Sudanese  court  had  ruled  ily  learned  that  Khalil  was  a  peaceful  manner 
in  March  2012  that  his  wife,  Christian  but  had  no  ofajec-  tinue  working  for 
as  a  member  of  “the  popular  tkm  to  the  marriage,  he  said.  my  children  and  I 
religion,*  be  awarded  cus-  By  2010,  the  couple  had  Sudan,*  he  said. ' 
tody  of  the  children.  His  wife  joined  an  undisclosed  church  brothers  and  sisti 
had  presented  a  copy  of  a  and  had  become  visibly  ac-  ing,  but  yet  they 
U.N.  High  Commissioner  for  five  in  it.  Opposition  from  We  need  to  reflec 
Refugees  certificate  showing  their  families  grew,  and  after  the  truth  of  Jesus 
Khalil's  testimony  as  a  Chris-  threats  from  family  members 
tiau,  as  they  had  obtained  and  others  intensified  the  Editor’s  note: 
asylum  in  Egypt  from  re#-  couple  fled  to  Egypt  in  Jan-  first  appeared  < 
gious  persecution  in  Sudan.  uary  2011.  Hassan  and  his  StarNews.org,  c 
The  certificate  was  proof  young  family  obtained  asy-  dent  news  serv  1 
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‘Americans  should  be  free  to  honor  God  and 
live  according  to  their  consciences  whether  they 
are  at  home,  church,  or  work.* 
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Just  for  the  Record 


'.htoumfeil 


CHILDREN  OF  UNTTV  CHURCH.  NIKA,  participated  in 
a  Valentine  banquet  for  the  Church'*  senior  citizens.  Wbyne 
Crum,  pastor. 


FIRST  CHURCH. 
CALHOUN  CITY, 

honored  Wayne  Gul- 
lett  and  his  wifeTillie 
for  their  months  of 
service  to  the  church 
as  transitional  pas¬ 
tor.  Shown  are  the 
Gulletts  and  Woody 
Jones,  deacon  chair¬ 
man,  who  presented 
the  Gulletts  with  a 
gift  of  appreciation. 


EASTPORT  CHURCH.  IUKA.  honored  Billy 
Credille  for  50  years  of  service.  Credille  was 
ordained  Mar.  3, 1963.  and  his  first  pastor¬ 
ate  was  at  Eastport.  He  received  an  engraved 
watch  for  his  service. 
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HERnAOE  HEIGHTS  CHURCH.  LAUREL,  l-ek)  a  deacon  ordination  Feb.  24.  Shown  are  pastor  Ken 
Ragan  and  new  deacons  Charles  Brady,  Kelly  Simmons.  Joe  Bigbie.  Larry  Hupe,  and  Mike  Burger. 


SB  UNION 

'|£g>UMivrasrrr 


The  WMU  of 
CALVARY 
CHURCH. 
BOGUE 
CHITTO.  was 
in  charge  of  the 
annual  Valentine 
Banquet.  The  San- 
difer  Family.  Co¬ 
lumbus,  provided 
entertainment. 
Shown  are  Laura, 
Lucy,  and  Scott 
Sandifer. 


ai-e 


Maturin 


L.D.  O’Mire 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  senior 
Josh  Carver,  Leiand,  and  profes¬ 
sor  Emily  Fokeladeh  were  recog¬ 
nized  at  the  2013  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  Appreciation  Day,  Working 
for  Academic  Excellence,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  HEAOWAE  program. 
The  event  was  held  Feb.  26  in 
Jackson. The  Legislature  estab¬ 
lished  the  HEADWAE  program  as 
a  way  to  commend  outstanding 
students  and  faculty  from  each  of 
the  state's  36  public  and  private 
institutions.  Shown  are  Carver 
and  Fokeladeh. 


SEB  PXECEAFAB  CXUTT  KE  NXA  POTT 


ES  REK,  NXA  CUDA  OC  DM  ZBENXAB 


UKG  DM  COCNAB,  UKG  DENXAB 


DUBW  NXBAA:  NXOBNM-SOFA 


COLLEGE  students  entered 
the  Mississippi  Music  Teachers 
Association  Collegiate  Spring 
competition  at  Belhaven 
University,  Jackson,  Feb.  23. 
Shown  are  professor  Angie 
Willoughby;  Maleesa  Brench- 
ley;  Mary  Catherine  McKib- 
ben,  second  place,  freshman! 
sophomore  solo  division; 
Robbie  Blaine,  first  place  in 
the  freshmarVsophomore 
solo  division;  Christa  Morgan, 
honorable  mention,  freshman^ 
sophomore  solo  division;  and 
professor  Michael  Rushing. 


puzzie:  Markl:lS 
By  Chart**  Hn,  1*32-2001.0 


adjudicated  by  faculty 
from  our  three  Baptist 
colleges.  Shown  are 
Howard  Keever,  WIL¬ 
LIAM  CAREY  COL¬ 
LEGE;  Robert  Knupp. 
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hicago  schools  to  begin  sex  ed  in  kindergarten 


The  policy  also  was  designed  how  we  define  age  appropriate, 
to  align  with  the  standards  in  The  groups  who  are  promoting 
Preskfent  Obama's  national  those  standards  would  essen- 
HIV/AIDS  strategy  unveiled  in  tially  define  age  r 
2010,  according  to  ABC  News.  anything  that  can 
The  vision  for  that  strategy  understood  even 
states  that  the  "United  States  wul  developmental!)' 
become  a  (dace  where  new  HIV  so  really  there  ai 


appropriate  as 
a  be  cognitively 
though  it’s  not 
appropriate, 

lentanon  ana  genaer  laennty  potn  to  normalize  sex  and  begin  become  a  [dace  where  new  HIV  so  really  there  are  no  limits  to 
r,>  j_rSU!.me  u_  the  conversation  earlier,  and  in  infections  are  rare  and  when  they  what  you  can  share  as  long  as 

Under  the  new  pobcy,  ap-  total  the  K-12  curricula  is. explicit  do  occur,  evay  person,  regardless  you  make  the  vocabulary  el- 

oved  by  the  Chicago  Board  of  and  not .in  the  best  health  inter-  of  age,  gender,  race/ethniaty,  sex-  ementarv  enough. 

luca?inJeb'  *7. 'al^deigarten-  ests  of  die  young  people,’ Valerie  ual  orientation,  gender  identity,  “We  think  that  does  not  make 

5  and  first  graders  will  focus  on  Huber,  executive  director  of  the  or  socioeconomic  circumstance,  it  age  appropriate.  It  breaks 

3ics  such  as  anatomy,  healthy  National  Abstinence  Education  wiD  have  unfettered  access  to  high  down  barriers  of  modesty.  It  also 

btonsh.ps.and  personal  safety,  Association,  told  Baptist  Press.  quality,  life-extending  care,  free  opens  up  topics  long  before  the 

(Chicago Tribune  reported.  Stephanie  Whyte,  chief  health  horn  stigma  and  discrimination."  curiosity  and  the  understanding 

In  second  and  third  grades,  officw  for  Oiicago  Public  Schools,  Parents  or  guardians  of  of  the  child  is  there,  and  we  think 
told  the  Tribune  the  overhaul  was  students  may  opt  out  of  Chi-  that  if  there  are  specific  ques- 

motivated  by  the  fact  that  more  cago’s  new  sexual  health  tions,  certainly  those  should  he 

students  are  sexuaDy  active.  “Rf-  education  program.  4  asked,  but  they  should  be  asked 

ty-two  percent  of  our  students  Huber  said  sne  is  “vehement-  of  parents,  not  in  our  kindergar- 
have  had  sexual  intercourse,"  ly  opposed"  to  starting  sex  edu-  ten  classrooms,”  she  said. 

Whyte  said,  referring  to  the  most  cation  in  kindergarten.  Nate  Adams,  executive  direc- 

recent  school  system  data.  “I  think  it  really  goes  back  to  tor  of  the  Illinois  Baptist  State 


causes  of  HIV  transmission, 
the  Tribune  reported. 
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Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooper¬ 
ating  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  neatly  printed 
on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  stan¬ 
dardized  forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AM  articles 
must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
osar  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to  the  address 
below,  and  must  be  contained  in  the  message  segment 
of  an  email  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  no 
text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph  attach- 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  East  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Quitman:  Revival, 
Mar.  2t  -  23, 6:30  p.m.;  Dan  La¬ 
nier,  sneaker,  Paul  Davis,  music. 

►  Holly  Springs  Church, 

Brookhaven:  Homecoming, 

Mar.  17;  Sunday  School,  9:30 
a.m.;  short  business  meeting, 
10:05  a.m.  followed  by  special 
music  with  Revelation  and  cov¬ 
ered  dish  lunch. 

►  West  End  Church.  West 
Point:  Revival,  Mar.  17  -20; 
Sun.,  10  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Mickey  Dalrymple 
speaker;  Jerome  Key,  muse. 

►  First  Church,  Tchula:  100th 
anniversary.  Mar.  17;  services, 
10:30  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch; 
James  Sadler,  speaker. 

►  Whseler  Grove  Church, 
Corinth:  Bailey  Smith  Real  Evan¬ 
gelism  Conference,  Mar.  20-22; 
speakers  include  David  Ring, 
Gerald  Harris,  Rick  Coram,  Don 
Saveli,  Junior  Hill,  and  Tommy 
Steele.  Music  guests  include  Mike 
Speck  Trio,  Triumphant  Quar¬ 
tet,  and  the  Colhngworth  Family. 
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BP  VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  WITH  BUCATUNNA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  located 

TWENTY  SIX  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE  in  the  Enerjy-Snsd  community  ot  Clarke 
SEEKS  CHURCH  wnhm  40  mile  radius  County.  MS  is  seeking  God's  man  ter  the 
ol  Jackson/Brandon  ana  interested  in  poerOon  at  e  brvocational  Youth  Mnstar 
opportunities  to  Ik  pulpit  or  to  interview  Please  emed  resumes  to  dddhcGMIsouth 
(or  a  permanent  positron  James  Blakely  net  or  mad  to  BBC  Search  Commrtlee.  PO. 
can  be  reached  at  801-405-3234.  Box  665.  Marion.  MS  39342 

CARRIAGE  HILLS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  PROVIDENCE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  1114 
SOUTHAVEN  IS  SEEKING  A  PART  TINE  EAT  ORVILLE  ROAO,  HATTIESBURG. 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRY.  MS  IS  IN  SEARCH  OF  A  PART-TIME 
Please  mail  reaumta  to  8352  Farmington  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  II  intar- 
Drive  Weal.  Southaven.  MS  3S671  or  •-  acted,  please  marl  resumes  to  Providence 
mart  them  to  camagchidcQcn  ncl  Baptist  Church.  Attn  Marc  Taylor,  1180 

JOURNEY  OF  FAITH,  BRANDON.  MS  E*onv*e  Rood.  HathasDurg.  MS  39401 
IS  SEEKING  A  BP  VOCATIONAL  MW-  UNION  HALL  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
ISTER  OF  MUSIC,  a  team  player,  called  BROOKHAVEN.  MS.  IS  SEEKING  A 
to  music  Send  resume  to  Music  Sufi  PART-TIME  Bl- VOCATIONAL  YOUTH 
Search.  Journey  of  Farm  S413  Highway  DIRECTOR.  Resume  1  may  he  marled 
IS.  Brandon.  MS  39042  to  the  church  el:  1242  Nola  Road  N.  E 

JOURNEY  OF  FAITH,  BRANOON.  MS  IS  Brooklyn.  MS  39*01,  ATTENTION: 
SEEKING  MUSICIANS:  LEAD  GUITAR,  TouW  Director  Seercn  commmee 
BASS  GUITAR,  DRUMMER  Must  be  STEENS  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
dedicated  teem  player,  ministry  driven.  STEENS.  MS.  IS  CURRENTLY  M  SEARCH 
Please  send  contact  into  to  jotomrctifiatt.  OF  A  PASTOR.  Caretdatoe  must  preach 
net  or  contact  Sharon  g  601-939-5002  only  Pom  tie  King  Jemee  Wtsan  BMe 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Indude  the  who.  what, 
when,  where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact 
person’s  address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  white, 
ktstant  photos  and  digital  printouts  are  not  reproduc¬ 
ible  Digital  photos  may  be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG 
fie  via  either  email  CD  or  OVD.  Photos  must  be  deer, 
sharp,  and  weighted.  Cell  phone  photographs  and 
other  low  resolution  items  are  generally  not  publishable. 
Photographs  can  not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all  pho¬ 
tographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  Photographs  must 
depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  objectonly 
Photographs  wil  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  photo 
flraphs  can  be  published  one  time  only.  News  items 
snd/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  tor 
secular  or  outside  organizations  wil  not  be  published. 
DeadNne  tor  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensmve  wil  be  published 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The  Baptist 
Record.  P.O.  Bon  630.  Jackson,  MS  392060530  FAX; 
(801)  292-3330.  Erma*  baplwtrecocdOmbcb  org 


Meals  provided  Thursday  and  Fri¬ 
day.  For  more  information,  visit 
www. wheelergrovebaptist.com. 

►  Long  Creek  Church,  Me¬ 
ridian:  Revival,  Mar.  17  -  20; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.;  6  p.m.  nightly; 
David  Shepherd,  speaker;  Jim 
Meadows,  pastor. 


Services 

>  Corinth  Church,  Hakfelbwrg: 

Sunrise  service.  Mar.  31, 6  a.m.;  Jamie 
Matthews,  pastor. 

►  Macedonia  Church,  Petal,  is 

celebrating  Passion  Week  Mar.  27  -  31. 
Wed,  Solemn  Prayer  Service,  6  p.m.; 
nnirs„  Seder  Service  (full  Passover 
meal),  6  p.m.;  Fri.,  Secret  Church  Si¬ 
mulcast.  6  p.m.;  Sat.,  Saturday  night  of 
praise,  6  p.m.;  Sun.,  Resurrection  Sun¬ 
day,  8:15  and  10:30  a.m. 
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tirement,  he  was  instrumental  in  the 
start  of  a  branch  of  Leavell  College  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  Lay  is  survived 
by  his  wife  of  almost  47  years,  Margaret 
Carrawav  Lay;  one  daughter,  Rebekah 
Elizabeth  Lav;  and  three  grandchildren. 
He  is  preceded  in  death  by  his  parents 
and  a  son,  David  Franklin  Lay.  Oliver 
Funeral  Home  in  Winona  and  Saulters- 
Moore  Funeral  Home  in  Prentiss  were 
in  charge  of  arrangements. 

Martin  Williams,  85,  long  time  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  pastor,  died  March  3 
at  Golden  Living  Center  in  Carthage. 
Funeral  service  was  conducted  March 
5  at  First  Church,  Carthage.  Interment 
followed  at  Blackjack  Church  Cemetery, 

_ _ Benton.  Williams  attended  Clarke  Col- 

irs,  serving  lege  in  Newton  and  Mississippi  College 

_ _ _ Oak  Grove  in  Clinton.  He  had  been  a  pastor  for  over 

Church,  Prentiss;  East  Philadelphia  60  years  in  Mississippi,  preaching  at 
Church,  Philadelphia;  State  Boulevard  numerous  churches  in  Attala,  Calhoun, 
Church,  Meridian:  Ingomar  Church,  Leake,  Rankin,  Scott,  Winston,  and  Ya- 
New  Albany;  Hands  boro  Church,  Gulf-  zoo  counties.  Preceding  him  in  death 
port;  and  Springfield  Church,  Morton,  was  his  wife,  Mary  Anne  Williams;  par- 
in  April  1984,  Lay  and  his  wife  Marga-  ents,  Ophus  and  Nola  Carter  Williams; 
ret  were  appointed  by  the  International  brother,  James  Williams;  and  sister. 
Mission  Board  to  serve  as  missionaries  Marie  Williams  Hodges.  Survivors  in- 
in  Costa  Rica  where  they  served  for  is  elude  sons,  Martin  *Butch"  Williams 
rears  while  he  pastored  Internationa]  II  (Dorothy)  of  Lena,  and  Harry  Wil- 
Baptist  Church  and  taught  at  Costa  Ri-  Hams  of  Brandon;  brother  Ray  OHnger 
can  Seminary.  The  final  seven  years  of  (Helen!  of  Long  Beach;  fire  grandcful- 
his  ministry  were  as  missions  director  dren;  and  five  great-grandchildren. 


sions  director, 
died  Feb.  3  at  his 
home  in  Winona. 
Funeral  services 
were  held  at  First 
Church,  Winona, 
on  Feb.  6  and  An¬ 
tioch  Church  on 
Feb.  7,  with  in¬ 
ternment  at  the 
Antioch  Church 
Cemetery.  He 


Starkville  Manor 
in  Starkville.  Born 
January  17,  1934, 
to  Jesse  and  Jon- 
nie  Daughtry,  he 


Thomas  Richard  'Tommy'  Arinder, 

70,  Mississippi  Baptist  pastor,  died  on 


Donnie  McKnight  officiated.  Arinder  Olive  Branch  1 

was  bom  October  29,  1942,  in  Winona  High  School,  Mis- 

to  Thomas  Vester  “Shorty"  Arinder  sissippi  College, 

and  Eleanor  “Nonnee"  Wright  Arinder  and  New  Orleans  ■ 

Miles.  He  attended  Vaiden  High  School,  Seminary.  He  was 

graduating  in  i960,  and  earned  bache-  pastor  at  church- 

lor’s  degree  in  agriculture  and  econom-  es  in  Cokhvater, 

ics  from  Mississippi  State  University  in  New  Albany,  Wi-  DAUGHTRY 

Starkville.  He  was  employed  at  Guaran-  nona,  Indianola, 

ty  Bank  &  Trust  in  Belzoni  when  he  sur-  Rosedale,  Brooksville,  and  Stark 

rendered  to  the  ministry  at  First  Church,  He  also  served  as  director  of  the 

Belzoni.  Arinder  received  a  masters  tist  Student  Union  at  Mississippi 

of  divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans  Community  College  in  Moorneac 


Wilcox  Funeral  Home  of  C 
in  charge  of  arrangements. 


Union 


PERFORMING 

com.  from  p.  1 

dition  to  spotlighting  puppetry, 
training  opportunities  included: 


I  Video  production, 
photography,  and 


■  Juggling. 

■  Clowning. 

■  Ventriloquism. 

■  Live  performance 
techniques. 

■  Cartooning  and  painting. 

■  Drama  and  character 
development. 

■  Improvisation. 

■  Stage  combat. 

■  Costuming. 

■  Dinner  theater 
production. 

■  Set  design  and  stage 
makeup. 


lighting. 

Hall  said  CPAF  planners 
focused  this  year  on  basic 

courses  and  techniques,  to 
help  churches  that  are  new 
to  the  concept  of  Christian 
performing  arts  or  have  just 
begun  a  performing  arts  min¬ 
istry. 

*1  think  we  did  a  better  job 
this  year  of  keeping  the  ‘first- 
timers’  involved  and  inter¬ 
ested  without  overwhelming 
them,*  he  said. 

Hall  expressed  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  CPAF  plan¬ 
ners  and  staffers  who  helped 
make  the  2013  edition  ‘one 
of  the  best  festivals  overall 
we’ve  had,'  and  he  thanked 


Ridgecrest  Church  for  host¬ 
ing  this  year’s  gathering.  ‘The 
Ridgecrest  folks  were  excel¬ 
lent  hosts,"  he  said. 

The  2014  Christian  Per¬ 
forming  Arts  Festival  will  be 
held  Feb.  21-22  at  Brandon 
Church,  Brandon.  CPAF  is 
annually  supported  by  gifts 
to  the  Mississippi  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  and  registra¬ 
tion  fees  paid  by  attendees. 
It  is  open  to  all  Christian 
performing  artists. 

For  more  information, 
contact  Hall  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3286 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  286.  E- 
mail:  khall@mbcb.org.  Web 
site:  mbcb.org. 


POLICY 

com  from  p.  1 

Baptists  are  sixth  with  4,100 
units  (109,000  youth). 

Two  prominent  Boy  Scouts 
board  members,  AT&T  CEO 
Randall  Stevenson  and  Ernst  & 
Young  CEO  James  Turley,  have 
been  outspoken  in  their  desire 
to  see  homosexual  leaders  and 
members  allowed. 

The  liberal  American  In¬ 
dependent  website  posted  a 
lengthy  story  March  4  report¬ 
ing  that  one  in  seven  Fortune 
500  companies  donated  at 
least  $10,000  to  the  Scouts  in 
2010.  “Together,  69  companies 
donated  ifearly  $5.3  million  to 
the  Boy  Scouts  that  year,'  the 
story  said. 

The  intent  of  the  story. 


which  was  re-posted  on  the 
left-leaning  news  website  Huff- 
ingtonPost.com,  apparently 
was  to  pressure  companies  to 
withdraw  their  support  until 
the  Scouts  change.  It  included 
a  list  of  all  69  companies. 

The  American  Independent 
story  came  around  the  same 
time  that  singer  Cariy  Rae  Je- 
psen  announced  she  won’t  be 
performing  at  the  Boy  Scouts' 
national  iamboree  in  July  be¬ 
cause  of  the  current  policy.  An¬ 
other  scheduled  band,  Train, 
said  it  won’t  perform  if  the 
policy  stays  in  place. 

Richard  Land,  president  of 
the  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  penned  a  letter  to  the 
Boy  Scouts  Jan.  31,  assert¬ 
ing  that  changing  the  current 


policy  defies  common  sense. 

*[W]ith  the  admission  of 
homosexual  Scout  leaders,  the 
BSA  would  place  men,  who  by 
their  own  definition  are  sexu¬ 
ally  attracted  to  men,  in  close, 
supervisory  proximity  to  teen¬ 
age  boys,  which  invites  real 
human  tragedies.  We  are  not 
saying  homosexuals  are  pe¬ 
dophiles,"  Land  wrote.  “How¬ 
ever,  how  many  parents  would 
send  their  teenage  daughters 
on  camping  trips  with  hetero¬ 
sexual  male  troop  leaders? 
They  would  not  —  not  became 
they  believe  that  such  hetero¬ 
sexual  men  are  pedophiles,  but 
because  they  realize  that  under 
such  close,  supervisoiy  care 
of  men  who  by  definition  are 
attracted  to  women,  human 
tragedies  could,  and  inevitably 
would,  occur." 
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Need  a  light? 

Jesus  said.  **l  am  the  lignt  <d  t lie  world. 
W  hoev er  follow s  me  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  luit  will  haw-  Ihe 
light  of  life.**  (John  K:  I  2  i 

Simplv  share  the  following  praver 
with  <>od  in  \our  own  words: 


1.  I  ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  win. 
« I  ha\ e  sinned. I 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  <  I  repent.) 
I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  mv  sins 
and  to  restore  mv  relationship 
with  von.  1 1  believe  in  Jesus.) 
4.  H\  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  <  hrist 
into  mv  life.  I  nun  this  time  on. 
I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  <1  receive  (  hrist  as 
mv  Sav  ior  and  I  ord. I 

’  Itiil  as  main  as  received  him.  to  them  he  gave 
the  right  to  become  children  ot  (*«>d.  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name.**  (John  1.12) 
II  vou  make  a  decision  for  (  hrist  lodav .  contact  a 
local  Southern  baptist  church  lor  spiritual  guidance. 


Indifference  or  Compassionate  Action?  •  Luke  10:25-37 

Through  one  of  their  advertising  jmglm,  sptsed  by  Jews)-  As  the  story  goes,  the  bad-  with  that.”  "Lots  of  people  know  about  this 
>  weB-known  insurance  agency  seeks  to  ly-be*ten  man,  Wrt  far  dead,  was  ignored  need;  Tin  suit  someone  dse  wiD  tend  to  it' 
portray  that,  "tike  a  good  neighbor',  then-  by  the  rrhponaty  ehtr;  but  was  graciously  *1  don't  relate  well  to  youth;  dint’s  not  my 
oompaty  is  there"  to  senetbeneede  of  cared  far  by  the  traveling  Samaritan.  Yaull  caffing."  “Vtaiting  nuisng  homes  depresses 
their  diems.  Indus  week’s  study  (the  third  note  that  each  of  the  three  "saw*  the  victhn.  me." 

in  theaerieK  "Questions  Jesus  AsketT),  a  However,  only  one  frit  compsssfon,  which  We’ve  aS  other  heard  similar  com- 
hvorite  New  Testament  story  challenges  expressed  itself  through  the  hvidiRiving  of  ments,  or  said/thought  six*  things  our- 
ui  to  examine  our  lives  as  we  reiatetootf^  bis  time  and  his  resources.  sehes-Ofteo,  these  irot  valid  reasons  nc* 

en.  Are  we  mote  apt  to  dapiay  indiffer-  -Which  one  of  these  three  people  was  a  to  get  mvoted.  they’re  merely  excuses  we 


“Go  and  do  likewise",  was  Jesus’  re¬ 
use  to  the  Jewish  tender  with  whom  he 
logued  (Luke  10:37).  Other  Scriptures 
ih  out  tins  command.  James  2.14-18  ad- 
ases  the  faith  aspect,  and  1  John  3:16-18 


cart  and  actions,  robbers?"  Je- 
oithority  on  the  sus  asked  the 
to  the  leaf  (vs.  law-expert. 
■Magnus  on  "He  who 


2&  NIRV) 


•■ed  him  what  the  law  said,  and  the  man  the  mar 
responded  with  answers  baaed  on  Deo-  answered 
teronmuy  6:5  (loving  God)  and  Leviticus  probablj 
19:18  (loving  our  neighbor).  Christ  ac-  througr 
opted  his  answer.  "Do  that,  and  you  will  clenched 
tte’  However,  "the  man  wanted  to  make  teeth.  Note 
hhnaeif  look  good"  (vs.  39).  Evidently,  he  himself  toss] 
knew  he  dkhftrneasure  up,  so  he  sought  Do  we,  id 
to  find  a  way  around  the  requirementsby  times  try  ton 


(Proverbs 
16:2  HCSB) 
As  always, 


pray,  our  King  is  looking  for  very  life  are  yours.  Command 
entire  consecration  and  full  me  today,  and  I  will  obey  you. 
surrender  to  hear  and  obey 

His  will.  Let’s  consecrate  our-  Editor's  note:  King  is  dis- 
sehes  to  our  Lord  and  King  in  cipleship  and  church  health 
full  surrender.  specialist  at  UfeWay  Christian 

King  Jesus,  I'm  your  man  Resources  af  the  Southern  Bap- 

( woman).  My  time,  plans,  list  Convention  in  Nashville. 

His  commentary  appears  here 
courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


because  He  purchased  us  for 
God.  Because  of  His  mercies, 
we  should  fully  surrender 
(present  or  even  consecrate) 
our  bodies  and  our  lives  to 
serve  Him.  We  follow  His 
example  when  we  pray  like 
Him:  "not  My  will,  but  Yours, 
be  done"  (Luke  22:42) 

As  we  come  before  Him  to 


whom  you  have  from  God? 

You  are  not  your  own,  for  you 
were  bought  at  a  price"  (1  Cor¬ 
inthians  6:19-20). 

Jesus  "died  for  all  so  that 
those  who  live  should  no  longer 
live  for  themselves,  but  for  the 
One  who  died  for  them  and  was 

raised*  (2  Corinthians  5-15) 

We  belong  to  King  Jesus 


future  and  my 
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Just  for  the  Record 


J.R.  Eaton  and 
Hanaiaon. 


Gerald 
Baker  as 
deacon 
Feb.  17. 
Shown 
are  Mary 
Baker. 


Kids  and  youth  from  PINEVIEW  CHURCH,  LAUREL,  are  shown  enjoying 
themselves  at  an  early  Sunday  morning  breakfast. 


